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By 1888, when he was just twenty-eight, Chekhov had published a staggering 528 stories, about half of them
comic. Unpretentious, lively, and inventive, these comic stories have long been affectionately regarded in
Russia, but publishers in the West, overawed by the prevailing image of Chekhov as a melancholy genius,
have resisted the down-to-earth humorist. This collection is the first substantial volume in English devoted
solely to the comic stories. The forty stories here reveal the full range of Chekhov’s comic mastery: simple
sketches, almost like verbal cartoons; outrageous parodies and stories with a comic twist; satirical and
subversive pieces that foreshadow the anti-authoritarian attitudes of his later work; and excursions into the
absurd that hint of his later stage dialogue. In these early comic stories Chekhov found himself as an artist.
Readers unfamiliar with them may miss the countless touches of humor in the later and more famous plays
and stories. Tolstoy, who disliked Chekhov’s plays, was reduced to helpless fits of laughter by his comic
stories. They have a sense of fun and infectious good humor.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Comic
Stories, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Erin Chretien:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Comic Stories will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Aubrey Smith:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Comic Stories which is having
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Steve Pinson:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Comic Stories can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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