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The Roman empress Faustina the Elder (c. 97-140) and her daughter Faustina II (c. 130-175) have been
subject to criticism from the earliest records, described in turn as fickle, unfaithful, and treasonous. Yet their
husbands, the emperors Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius, have reputations as golden as that of the whole
Antonine age and seem to have thought favorably of them as prolific mothers, loyal spouses, and useful
complements to the military and political proceedings of the empire. On the most basic level of lineage and
procreation, the two women were naturally important for establishing the Antonine dynasty. Yet, the
Faustinae, as they are commonly referred, also proved instrumental in solidifying in Roman minds the image
of a nurturing and harmonious empire. Barbara M. Levick's Faustina I and II carefully synthesizes the many
competing sources on the Faustinae into one comprehensive study, demonstrating the extent to which women
could and did influence both the internal workings and external standing of the imperial dynasty. The book
traces Faustina I's formation of her family's heritage amid a new empire through to Faustina II's enhancement
of that legacy, focusing especially on the younger Faustina's deep involvement in palace politics and her
possible role in the revolt of Avidius Cassius in 175. Through an analysis of everything from textual
evidence to portraiture and coin inscriptions, this study ultimately evokes these two women whose exact
biographies are not always certain, but whose relevance to their contemporaries and current scholarship is
perfectly distinct.
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From reader reviews:

David Hyman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Faustina I and II: Imperial Women of the Golden Age (Women
in Antiquity).

Troy Jones:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Faustina I and II: Imperial Women of the Golden Age (Women in Antiquity)? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Sara Matthews:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Faustina I and II: Imperial Women
of the Golden Age (Women in Antiquity). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Lois Schooley:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Faustina I and II: Imperial Women of
the Golden Age (Women in Antiquity), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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