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In 1997, after General Motors shuttered a massive complex of factories in the gritty industrial city of Flint,
Michigan, signs were placed around the empty facility reading, “Demolition Means Progress,” suggesting
that the struggling metropolis could not move forward to greatness until the old plants met the wrecking ball.
Much more than a trite corporate slogan, the phrase encapsulates the operating ethos of the nation’s
metropolitan leadership from at least the 1930s to the present. Throughout, the leaders of Flint and other
municipalities repeatedly tried to revitalize their communities by demolishing outdated and inefficient
structures and institutions and overseeing numerous urban renewal campaigns—many of which yielded only
more impoverished and more divided metropolises. After decades of these efforts, the dawn of the twenty-
first century found Flint one of the most racially segregated and economically polarized metropolitan areas in
the nation.

In one of the most comprehensive works yet written on the history of inequality and metropolitan
development in modern America, Andrew R. Highsmith uses the case of Flint to explain how the perennial
quest for urban renewal—even more than white flight, corporate abandonment, and other
forces—contributed to mass suburbanization, racial and economic division, deindustrialization, and political
fragmentation. Challenging much of the conventional wisdom about structural inequality and the roots of the
nation’s “urban crisis,” Demolition Means Progress shows in vivid detail how public policies and programs
designed to revitalize the Flint area ultimately led to the hardening of social divisions.
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From reader reviews:

Horace Godbolt:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Demolition Means Progress: Flint,
Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

William Nelson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Demolition Means
Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America).

Dennis Ramirez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate
of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Veronica Turner:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By book Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis (Historical
Studies of Urban America) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being



creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the
Fate of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America). You can more inviting than now.
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