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Urban conflagrations, such as the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 and the Great Boston Fire the following year,
terrorized the citizens of nineteenth-century American cities. However, urban rebirth in the aftermath of
great fires offered a chance to shape the future. Ultimately residents and planners created sweeping changes
in the methods of constructing buildings, planning city streets, engineering water distribution systems,
underwriting fire insurance, and firefighting itself. Crucible of Fire describes how the practical knowledge
gained from fighting nineteenth-century fires gave form and function to modern fire protection efforts.
Changes in materials and building design resulted directly from tragedies such as fires in supposedly
fireproof hotels. Thousands of buildings burned, millions of dollars were lost, the fire insurance industry
faltered, and the nature of volunteerism changed radically before municipal authorities took the necessary
actions. The great fires formed a crucible of learning for firefighters, engineers, architects, underwriters, and
citizens. Veteran firefighter Bruce Hensler shows how the modern American fire service today is a direct
result of the lessons of history and a rethinking of the efficacy of volunteerism in fighting fires. Crucible of
Fire is an eye-opening look at today’s fire service and a thorough examination of what firefighters, civic
leaders, and ordinary citizens can do to protect their homes and communities from the mistakes of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

This Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire Service are
usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire Service can be on the
list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
actually with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire Service giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Charlie Smith:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern
Fire Service this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Matthew Fry:

This Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire Service is new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the
Modern Fire Service can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.

Allen Yopp:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban



Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire Service was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire
Service has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading in which.
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