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From Andy Warhol's Brillo boxes to provocative dung-splattered madonnas, in today's art world many
strange, even shocking, things are put on display. This often leads exasperated viewers to exclaim--is this
really art?

In this invaluable primer on aesthetics, Freeland explains why innovation and controversy are so highly
valued in art, weaving together philosophy and art theory with many engrossing examples. Writing clearly
and perceptively, she explores the cultural meanings of art in different contexts, and highlights the
continuities of tradition that stretch from modern, often sensational, works back to the ancient halls of the
Parthenon, to the medieval cathedral of Chartres, and to African nkisi nkondi fetish statues. She explores the
difficulties of interpretation, examines recent scientific research into the ways the brain perceives art, and
looks to the still-emerging worlds of art on the web, video art, art museum CD-ROMS, and much more. In
addition, Freeland guides us through the various theorists of art, from Aristotle and Kant to Baudrillard.
Lastly, throughout this nuanced account of theories, artists, and works, Freeland provides us with a rich
understanding of how cultural significance is captured in a physical medium, and why challenging our
perceptions is, and always has been, central to the whole endeavor.

It is instructive to recall that Henri Matisse himself was originally derided as a "wild beast." To horrified
critics, his bold colors and distorted forms were outrageous. A century later, what was once shocking is now
considered beautiful. And that, writes Freeland, is art.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

The experience that you get from But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory is the more deep you digging
the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory
instantly.

Maureen Jones:

This But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory is great e-book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having But
Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Kristin Walker:

Beside that But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Louise Perez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory when you essential it?
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