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Expounding the view that the feminist movement has both encouraged and enriched literature by women,
Katherine Payant examines a large body of popular fiction of the late 1960s through the early 1990s, relating
these writers and works to the women's movement and feminist theories. The study concentrates on popular
fiction, which is seen as evidence of the widespread influence of feminism and as a vehicle for dissemination
of mainstream feminist ideas.

The opening chapter argues that feminist-influenced popular literature has been neglected by critics and
stresses the importance of its study to discern how social movements, such as feminism, affect the arts.
Chapters dealing with the 1970s and 1980s survey relevant feminist theories and tie them to representative
novels. Especially characteristic of the 1970s was the novel of development, of growing up female, or, in
feminist terminology, the social construction of femininity. The 1980s and early 1990s showed themes
broadening into women's experiences, such as motherhood, and bonds between women, including
mother/daughter relationships and friendships. Chosen for special focus in individual chapters are Marge
Piercy, Mary Gordon, and Toni Morrison, all immensely successful during the last twenty years and
reflecting divergent perspectives on feminism. Gordon, writing from an Irish Catholic perspective,
synthesizes feminist ideas with traditional feminine experiences. Morrison celebrates the strength and
laments the pain of African-American women, but shows ambivalence toward some feminist issues in the
light of the experiences of black women. Written in accessible prose, this work will deepen the appreciation
of readers of these novelists and can serve as valuable supplementary reading for courses in women's studies
and women in literature. An extensive bibliography includes primary sources and studies in feminism,
literary criticism, and contemporary women's writing.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Campbell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called Becoming and
Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in
Women's Studies)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have some other opinion?

Kathy Graves:

The book Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women
Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Becoming and
Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in
Women's Studies) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
reserve Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers
(Contributions in Women's Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Gregory Polster:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by
American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies) book is readable through you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Becoming and
Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in
Women's Studies) content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking
Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers
(Contributions in Women's Studies) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

William Henderson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or



maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and
Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies) it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.
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