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Examines the implications and meanings of the makeover and aesthetic surgery industry in American
popular culture.

Feminist theorists have often argued that aesthetic surgeries and body makeovers dehumanize and
disempower women patients, whose efforts at self-improvement lead to their objectification. Amending the
Abject Body proposes that although objectification is an important element in this phenomenon, the explosive
growth of "makeover culture" can be understood as a process of both abjection (ridding ourselves of the
unwanted) and identification (joining the community of what Julia Kristeva calls "clean and proper bodies").
Drawing from the advertisement and advocacy of body makeovers on television, in aesthetic surgery trade
books, and in the print and Web-based marketing of face lifts, tummy tucks, and Botox injections, Deborah
Caslav Covino articulates the relationship among objectification, abjection, and identification, and offers a
fuller understanding of contemporary beauty-desire.

"Looking at cosmetic surgery and, more generally, aesthetic transformations of the body through the lens of
abjection is a novel approach that yields an interesting and profound understanding of the beauty culture.
Covino skillfully and successfully applies this perspective to a wide variety of phenomena within medicine
and popular culture. She uncovers our culture's deep-seated fears of the abject body and presents a wonderful
vision of a culture where we might live with—or develop partnership with—abjection. This is an important
contribution to cultural studies on the body and body modification." — Kathy Davis, author of Reshaping the
Female Body: The Dilemma of Cosmetic Surgery
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From reader reviews:

Carole Garner:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
Amending the Abject Body: Aesthetic Makeovers in Medicine and Culture (SUNY series in Feminist
Criticism and Theory)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Lawrence Gibbs:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Amending the Abject Body:
Aesthetic Makeovers in Medicine and Culture (SUNY series in Feminist Criticism and Theory) to read.

Angela Yoder:

This Amending the Abject Body: Aesthetic Makeovers in Medicine and Culture (SUNY series in Feminist
Criticism and Theory) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Amending the Abject Body: Aesthetic Makeovers in Medicine and Culture
(SUNY series in Feminist Criticism and Theory) can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Donald Fujita:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled
update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out



your book? Or just searching for the Amending the Abject Body: Aesthetic Makeovers in Medicine and
Culture (SUNY series in Feminist Criticism and Theory) when you necessary it?
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