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High-rise public housing developments were signature features of the post–World War II city. A hopeful
experiment in providing temporary, inexpensive housing for all Americans, the "projects" soon became
synonymous with the black urban poor, with isolation and overcrowding, with drugs, gang violence, and
neglect. As the wrecking ball brings down some of these concrete monoliths, Sudhir Venkatesh seeks to
reexamine public housing from the inside out, and to salvage its troubled legacy. Based on nearly a decade of
fieldwork in Chicago's Robert Taylor Homes, American Project is the first comprehensive story of daily life
in an American public housing complex.

Venkatesh draws on his relationships with tenants, gang members, police officers, and local organizations to
offer an intimate portrait of an inner-city community that journalists and the public have only viewed from a
distance. Challenging the conventional notion of public housing as a failure, this startling book re-creates
tenants' thirty-year effort to build a safe and secure neighborhood: their political battles for services from an
indifferent city bureaucracy, their daily confrontation with entrenched poverty, their painful decisions about
whether to work with or against the street gangs whose drug dealing both sustained and imperiled their lives.

American Project explores the fundamental question of what makes a community viable. In his chronicle of
tenants' political and personal struggles to create a decent place to live, Venkatesh brings us to the heart of
the matter.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hardy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled American Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto. Try to make
the book American Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto as your pal. It means that it can to become
your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Rose Ibarra:

The guide with title American Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto has a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Robert Olsen:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like American Project: The Rise
and Fall of a Modern Ghetto which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Diana Slama:

You can obtain this American Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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