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One of the most extravagantly dark works of Gothic fiction ever written in English, admired by the likes of
Lord Byron and the Marquis de Sade, The Monk drew a firestorm of criticism when it was published in 1796.
Contemporaries condemned it as "lewd," "libidinous and impious." "Lust, murder, incest, and every atrocity
that can disgrace human nature," one critic cried, "brought together, without the apology of probability, or
even possibility." Of course, it was an immediate best seller.
Written by Matthew Lewis at the tender age of nineteen, The Monk tells of the violent downfall of the monk
Ambrosio. Idolized by all Madrid for his spotless character, the proud Ambrosio is privately tormented with
lust for Matilda and, once sated, with overpowering desire for the pure and innocent Antonia, whom he rapes
and murders in the crypt of Saint Clare. Sentenced to death by the Inquisition, he sells his soul to the devil,
with unusually bad results. But the plot is only part of the book's appeal. The Monk is a bubbling cauldron of
Horror characters and motifs. Ghosts, murderous banditti, the Wandering Jew, a gypsy fortune teller, the
Bleeding Nun, the Grand Inquisitor, and Satan himself all have roles in the drama. Characters are buried
alive, tortured, tempted by demons, and torn apart by riotous mobs, in settings that include castles,
monasteries, and dungeons.
Stephen King, in his introduction to this edition, calls The Monk "a black engine of sex and the supernatural
that changed the genre--and the novel itself--forever." Everyone who loves the novels of King will find this
book irresistible.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Pawlak:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Monk (Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just
before. The The Monk (Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let
us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Clara Demoss:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Monk (Oxford World's Classics
Hardcovers) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Monk (Oxford World's
Classics Hardcovers) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can
break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Donnie Matthews:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Monk (Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The
Monk (Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers). You can more desirable than now.

Sandra Earnhardt:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Monk (Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers)
to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book
and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside
that the publication The Monk (Oxford World's Classics Hardcovers) can to be your brand-new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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