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Climate change is producing profound changes globally. Yet we still know little about how it affects real
people in real places on a daily basis because most of our knowledge comes from scientific studies that try to
estimate impacts and project future climate scenarios. This book is different, illustrating in vivid detail how
people in the Andes have grappled with the effects of climate change and ensuing natural disasters for more
than half a century. In Peru's Cordillera Blanca mountain range, global climate change has generated the
world's most deadly glacial lake outburst floods and glacier avalanches, killing 25,000 people since 1941. As
survivors grieved, they formed community organizations to learn about precarious glacial lakes while they
sent priests to the mountains, hoping that God could calm the increasingly hostile landscape. Meanwhile,
Peruvian engineers working with miniscule budgets invented innovative strategies to drain dozens of the
most unstable lakes that continue forming in the twenty first century.

But adaptation to global climate change was never simply about engineering the Andes to eliminate
environmental hazards. Local urban and rural populations, engineers, hydroelectric developers, irrigators,
mountaineers, and policymakers all perceived and responded to glacier melting differently-based on their
own view of an ideal Andean world. Disaster prevention projects involved debates about economic
development, state authority, race relations, class divisions, cultural values, the evolution of science and
technology, and shifting views of nature. Over time, the influx of new groups to manage the Andes helped
transform glaciated mountains into commodities to consume. Locals lost power in the process and today
comprise just one among many stakeholders in the high Andes-and perhaps the least powerful. Climate
change transformed a region, triggering catastrophes while simultaneously jumpstarting modernization
processes. This book's historical perspective illuminates these trends that would be ignored in any scientific
projections about future climate scenarios.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Marshall:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book In the Shadow of Melting Glaciers: Climate Change and
Andean Society ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide In the Shadow of Melting Glaciers:
Climate Change and Andean Society is not only giving you much more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book In the Shadow of Melting Glaciers: Climate Change and Andean Society.
You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Josephine Lowe:

The book with title In the Shadow of Melting Glaciers: Climate Change and Andean Society includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

David Eaton:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love In the Shadow of Melting Glaciers: Climate
Change and Andean Society, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Elizabeth Givens:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this In the Shadow of Melting Glaciers: Climate Change and Andean Society
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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