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While the Olympics, because of their modern revival, enjoy the greatest fame today, in ancient Greece other
religious festivals were equally elaborate and impressive spectacles. The lavishly illustrated Goddess and
Polis is the first work devoted to the Panathenaia, the most significant of these festivals to be held in ancient
Athens. Founded in 566 B.C., this complex ritual performed for the goddess Athena vied with other Greek
festivals in grandeur and importance and was particularly distinguished by the works of art commissioned in
its service. Among these were the painted vases known as Panathenaic amphoras, each of which contained
forty liters of olive oil, awarded to athletic and equestrian victors. The contests depicted on these vases are
the best extant illustrations of Greek sport. Although women were excluded from the competitions, they had
an important role to play in the weaving of the peplos, an elaborate textile that took nine months to produce.
The culmination of the festival was a long procession bearing this new robe to the cult statue of the goddess;
the procession in turn was the subject of another great work of art, the Parthenon frieze. Combining art,
spectacle, and civic consciousness, the Panathenaia contributed to the development of the high classical style
of Periklean Athens. This book deals with every aspect of the festival and produces a vivid portrait of the
worship of the patron goddess of the city. Essays by eminent classical scholars examine in depth the musical
and poetic competitions, the athletic and equestrian contests, the peplos, and the evolving image of Athena as
documented in sculpture from the Acropolis. Jenifer Neils, the curator of the exhibition Goddess and Polis,
held at the Hood Museum of Art at Dartmouth College, has contributed an introduction to the Panathenaia,
an essay on the prize amphoras, and detailed entries for the seventy objects exhibited.
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From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Goddess and Polis: The Panathenaic Festival in Ancient
Athens will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Rick Briones:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your current free
time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may
be the reserve untitled Goddess and Polis: The Panathenaic Festival in Ancient Athens can be excellent book
to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Paul Jones:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Goddess and Polis: The Panathenaic Festival in Ancient
Athens why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Barbara McGowan:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Goddess and Polis: The Panathenaic Festival in Ancient Athens this guide
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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