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Bob Marley, Jimmy Cliff, Peter Tosh, the Itals, the Ethiopians-they all dropped dazzling proverbs into their
best known reggae tunes.

"What come bad in the morning, can't come good in the evening."

"They love to give you a basket to carry water."

"The harder the battle be, ago sweeter the victory."

In Reggae Wisdom: Proverbs in Jamaican Music Swami Anand Prahlad looks at the contexts and origins of
these proverbs, using them as a cultural sheet music toward understanding the history of Jamaican culture,
Rastafari religion, and the music that is that culture's worldwide voice.

Prahlad's fieldwork in Jamaica is extensive. For him, the study of Jamaican sayings and music is not only an
academic endeavor. It is also a personal and poetic exploration. Prahlad says, "I am writing not only as a
folklorist but also as a member of the international reggae community, a group of people around the globe
who look to this music for its joy, wisdom, and strength."

His unique, groundbreaking study argues that contemporary reggae artists are self-styled Rastafari priests for
an international community of listeners and devotees. These "warrior/priests" serve as educators, healers,
prophets, advisers, and social critics. Their proverbs become sources of strength and inspiration for members
of the reggae community.

Several chapters in Reggae Wisdom offer important insights into Rastafari ideology, the history of reggae,
the life and folk culture of Jamaican communities, and the recording scene that gave rise to roots reggae. One
chapter, based on the author's fieldwork in Jamaica, considers the use of proverbs by ordinary individuals in
Jamaican society. Other chapters focus on proverbs used by musical artists such as Bob Marley. Chapters
also explore the contexts of album cover art, promotional materials, concert venues, and performance styles
and conventions.

As Prahlad says, "What better way to enter this rich and powerful, eclectic world of sound and sense than
through the magical world of proverbs?"

Swami Anand Prahlad is an associate professor of English and anthropology at the University of Missouri-
Columbia. He is the author of African American Proverbs in Context (University Press of Mississippi).
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a reserve. The book Reggae Wisdom: Proverbs in Jamaican Music it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Clarence Hamm:

This Reggae Wisdom: Proverbs in Jamaican Music is great reserve for you because the content which is full
of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences included.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Reggae
Wisdom: Proverbs in Jamaican Music in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this e-
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
that?

Barbie Brookins:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Reggae Wisdom: Proverbs in Jamaican Music will give you new experience in
studying a book.

William Bottoms:

This Reggae Wisdom: Proverbs in Jamaican Music is brand new way for you who has attention to look for
some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Reggae Wisdom: Proverbs in Jamaican
Music can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is



the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with
knowledge.
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