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Americans call Niagara Falls a natural wonder, but the Falls aren't very natural anymore. In fact, they are a
study in artifice. Water diverted, riverbed reshaped, brink stabilized and landscape redesigned, the Falls are
more a monument to man's meddling than to nature's strength. Held up as an example of something real, they
are hemmed in with fakery -- waxworks, haunted houses, IMAX films and ersatz Indian tales. A symbol of
American manifest destiny, they are shared politely with Canada. Emblem of nature's power, they are
completely human-controlled. Archetype of natural beauty, they belie an ugly environmental legacy still
bubbling up from below. On every level, Niagara Falls is a monument to how America falsifies nature,
reshaping its contours and redirecting its force while claiming to submit to its will.

Combining history, reportage and personal narrative, Inventing Niagara traces Niagara's journey from
sublime icon to engineering marvel to camp spectacle. Along the way, Ginger Strand uncovers the hidden
history of America's waterfall: the Mohawk chief who wrested the Falls from his adopted tribe, the revered
town father who secretly assisted slave catchers, the wartime workers who unknowingly helped build the
Bomb and the building contractor who bought and sold a pharaoh. With an uncanny ability to zero in on the
buried truth, Strand introduces us to underwater dams, freaks of nature, mythical maidens and 280,000
radioactive mice buried at Niagara.

From LaSalle to Lincoln to Los Alamos, Mohawks to Marilyn, Niagara's story is America's story, a tale of
dreams founded on the mastery of nature. At a time of increasing environmental crisis, Inventing Niagara
shows us how understanding the cultural history of nature might help us rethink our place in it today.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Holmes:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies as your
daily resource information.

Clayton Medina:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the publication untitled Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies can be very good book
to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Leigh Brown:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Inventing Niagara: Beauty,
Power, and Lies that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies become your
personal starter.

Leif Gibbs:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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