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Without question, the most famous battle of the American Civil War took place outside of the small town of
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, which happened to be a transportation hub, serving as the center of a wheel with
several roads leading out to other Pennsylvanian towns. From July 1-3, Robert E. Lee’s Confederate Army of
Northern Virginia tried everything in its power to decisively defeat George Meade’s Union Army of the
Potomac, unleashing ferocious assaults that inflicted nearly 50,000 casualties in all.

Day 1 of the battle would have been one of the 25 biggest battles of the Civil War itself, and it ended with a
tactical Confederate victory. But over the next two days, Lee would try and fail to dislodge the Union army
with attacks on both of its flanks during the second day and Pickett’s Charge on the third and final day.
Meade’s stout defense held, barely, repulsing each attempted assault, handing the Union a desperately
needed victory that ended up being one of the Civil War’s turning points.

After the South had lost the war, the importance of Gettysburg as one of the “high tide” marks of the
Confederacy became apparent to everyone, making the battle all the more important in the years after it had
been fought. While former Confederate generals cast about for scapegoats, with various officers pointing
fingers at Robert E. Lee, James Longstreet, and James Stuart, historians and avid Civil War fans became
obsessed with studying and analyzing all the command decisions and army movements during the entire
campaign. Despite the saturation of coverage, Americans refuse to grow tired of visiting the battlefield and
reliving the biggest battle fought in North America.

At the start of 1863, Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia had been frustrating the Union in the
Eastern theater for several months, but the situation in the West was completely different. The Confederates
had lost control of several important states throughout 1862, and after New Orleans was taken by the Union,
the North controlled almost all of the Mississippi River, which Confederate general James Longstreet called
“the lungs of the Confederacy”. By taking control of that vital river, the North would virtually cut the
Confederacy in two, putting the South in a dire situation.

The only domino left to fall was the stronghold of Vicksburg, and both sides knew it. The Union Army of the
Tennessee, led by Ulysses S. Grant, would spend months trying to encircle the army and eventually force
John Pemberton’s Confederate army to surrender. Grant eventually succeeded on July 4, 1863, but since it
came a day after the climactic finish of the Battle of Gettysburg, Vicksburg was (and still is) frequently
overlooked as one of the turning points of the Civil War. In fact, had the Confederate’s military leadership
listened to Longstreet, who advocated detaching soldiers from Lee’s army to head west and help the
Confederates deal with Grant or Rosecrans in that theater, the Battle of Gettysburg might never have
happened.

While many read about the siege of Vicksburg in the summer of 1863, as well as the desperate straits the
Confederate soldiers and Vicksburg residents found themselves in, Grant’s initial attempts to advance



towards Vicksburg met with several miserable failures, and it took several months just to get to the point
where the Union forces could start a siege. First, Grant’s supply base at Holly Springs was captured, and then
an assault launched by Union General Sherman at Chickasaw Bayou was easily repulsed by Confederate
forces, with serious Union casualties resulting. Grant then attempted to have his men build canals north and
west of the city to facilitate transportation, which included grueling work and disease in the bayous.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Gettysburg and Vicksburg:
The Civil War Turning Points of 1863 book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Gary Copeland:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Gettysburg and Vicksburg: The Civil War Turning Points of 1863 your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The Gettysburg and Vicksburg: The Civil War Turning Points of 1863
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information
for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Barbara Kelley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Gettysburg and Vicksburg: The Civil War Turning Points of 1863 why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Ruth Hill:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top list in your reading list is usually Gettysburg and Vicksburg: The Civil War Turning
Points of 1863. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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