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Hailed as a great success, welfare reform resulted in a dramatic decline in the welfare rolls--from 4.4 million
families in 1996 to 2 million in 2003. But what does this "success" look like to the welfare mothers and
welfare caseworkers who experienced it? In Flat Broke With Children, Sharon Hays tells us the story of
welfare reform from inside the welfare office and inside the lives of welfare mothers, describing the
challenges that welfare recipients face in managing their work, their families, and the rules and regulations of
welfare reform.
Welfare reform, experienced on the ground, is not a rosy picture. The majority of adult welfare clients are
mothers--over 90 percent--and the time limits imposed by welfare reform throw millions of these mostly
unmarried, desperate women into the labor market, where they must accept low wages, the most menial
work, the poorest hours, with no benefits, and little flexibility. Hays provides a vivid portrait of their lives--
debunking many of the stereotypes we have of welfare recipients--but she also steps back to explore what
welfare reform reveals about the meaning of work and family life in our society. In particular, she argues that
an inherent contradiction lies at the heart of welfare policy, which emphasizes traditional family values even
as its ethic of "personal responsibility" requires women to work and leave their children in childcare or at
home alone all day long.
Hays devoted three years to visiting welfare clients and two welfare offices, one in a medium-sized town in
the Southeast, another in a large, metropolitan area in the West. Drawing on this hands-on research, Flat
Broke With Children is the first book to explore the impact of welfare reform on motherhood, marriage, and
work in women's lives, and the first book to offer us a portrait of how welfare reform plays out in thousands
of local welfare offices and in millions of homes across the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Jake Leslie:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Flat Broke with Children: Women in the Age of
Welfare Reform as the daily resource information.

Destiny Hunt:

This book untitled Flat Broke with Children: Women in the Age of Welfare Reform to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Richard Russell:

The book untitled Flat Broke with Children: Women in the Age of Welfare Reform contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice go through.

Cheryl Crockett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Flat Broke with Children: Women in the Age
of Welfare Reform.
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