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The first work to combine literary criticism with other forms of death penalty–abolitionist writing, Demands
of the Dead demonstrates the active importance of literature and literary criticism to the struggle for greater
justice in the United States. Gathering personal essays, scholarly articles, and creative writings on the death
penalty in American culture, this striking collection brings human voices and literary perspectives to a
subject that is often overburdened by statistics and angry polemics. Contributors include death-row prisoners,
playwrights, poets, activists, and literary scholars.

Highlighting collaborations between writers inside and outside prison, all within the context of the history of
state killing laws and foundational concepts that perpetuate a culture of violent death, Demands of the Dead
opens with a pamphlet dictated by Willie Francis, a teenager who survived a first execution attempt in
Louisiana’s electric chair before he was subsequently killed by the state in 1947.

Writers are a conspicuous part of U.S. death-penalty history, composing a vibrant literary record of
resistance to state killing. This multigenre collection both recalls and contributes to this tradition through
discussions of such writers as Walt Whitman, Herman Melville, Gertrude Atherton, Ernest Gaines, Sonia
Sanchez, Kia Corthron, and Sherman Alexie. A major contribution to literary studies and American prison
studies, Demands of the Dead asserts the relevance of storytelling to ethical questions and matters of public
policy.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Cannon:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Demands of the Dead: Executions, Storytelling, and
Activism in the United States book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Darren Custer:

Here thing why this Demands of the Dead: Executions, Storytelling, and Activism in the United States are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Demands of the Dead: Executions, Storytelling, and
Activism in the United States giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Demands of the Dead: Executions, Storytelling,
and Activism in the United States. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Demands of the Dead: Executions, Storytelling, and Activism in the
United States in e-book can be your choice.

Irma Hughes:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. Demands of the Dead: Executions, Storytelling, and Activism in the United States can be your answer
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Michael Walker:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Demands of the Dead: Executions, Storytelling, and Activism in the United States we can
get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life at this book Demands of the Dead: Executions, Storytelling, and Activism in the United States. You can



more pleasing than now.
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