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In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Western scientific interest in China focused primarily on natural
history. Prominent scholars in Europe as well as Westerners in China, including missionaries, merchants,
consular officers, and visiting plant hunters, eagerly investigated the flora and fauna of China. Yet despite
the importance and extent of this scientific activity, it has been entirely neglected by historians of science.

This book is the first comprehensive study on this topic. In a series of vivid chapters, Fa-ti Fan examines the
research of British naturalists in China in relation to the history of natural history, of empire, and of Sino-
Western relations. The author gives a panoramic view of how the British naturalists and the Chinese
explored, studied, and represented China's natural world in the social and cultural environment of Qing
China.

Using the example of British naturalists in China, the author argues for reinterpreting the history of natural
history, by including neglected historical actors, intellectual traditions, and cultural practices. His approach
moves beyond viewing the history of science and empire within European history and considers the
exchange of ideas, aesthetic tastes, material culture, and plants and animals in local and global contexts. This
compelling book provides an innovative framework for understanding the formation of scientific practice
and knowledge in cultural encounters.
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Fa-ti Fan's study of the encounter between the British culture of the naturalist and the Chinese culture of the
Qing is both a delight and a revelation. The topic has scarcely been addressed by historians of science, and
this work fills important gaps in our knowledge of British scientific practice in a noncolonial context and of
Chinese reactions to Western science in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In addition to the culture of
Victorian naturalists and Sinology, Fan shows an admirable grasp of visual representation in science,
Chinese taxonomic schemes, Chinese export art, British imperial scholarship, and journeys of exploration.
His treatment of the China trade and descriptions of Chinese markets and nurseries are especially welcome. I
learned a great deal, and I strongly recommend this book.
--Philip Rehbock, author of Philosophical Naturalists: Themes in Early Nineteenth-Century British Biology

By focusing on the experiences of British naturalists in China during a time when it was gradually being
opened up to foreign influences, Fan makes at least two important contributions to history of science: He
gives us an authoritative study of British naturalists in China (as far as I know the only one of its kind), and
he forces us to rethink some of our categories for doing history of science, including how we conceive of the
relationship between science and imperialism, and between Western naturalist and native. Fan's scholarship
is meticulous, with careful attention to detail, and his prose is clear, controlled, and succinct.
--Bernard Lightman, editor of Victorian Science in Context
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Ruiz:

This British Naturalists in Qing China book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This British
Naturalists in Qing China without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry British Naturalists in Qing China can bring once you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
phone. This British Naturalists in Qing China having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Mark Spears:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
soon. The British Naturalists in Qing China offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Denise Zimmerman:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list will be British Naturalists in Qing China. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Lynn Bailey:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book British Naturalists in Qing China we can take more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book British Naturalists in Qing China.
You can more desirable than now.
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