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French cuisine is such a staple in our understanding of fine food that we forget the accidents of history that
led to its creation. Accounting for Taste brings these "accidents" to the surface, illuminating the magic of
French cuisine and the mystery behind its historical development. Priscilla Parkhurst Ferguson explains how
the food of France became French cuisine.

This momentous culinary journey begins with Ancien Régime cookbooks and ends with twenty-first-century
cooking programs. It takes us from Carême, the "inventor" of modern French cuisine in the early nineteenth
century, to top chefs today, such as Daniel Boulud and Jacques Pépin. Not a history of French cuisine,
Accounting for Taste focuses on the people, places, and institutions that have made this cuisine what it is
today: a privileged vehicle for national identity, a model of cultural ascendancy, and a pivotal site where
practice and performance intersect. With sources as various as the novels of Balzac and Proust, interviews
with contemporary chefs such as David Bouley and Charlie Trotter, and the film Babette's Feast, Ferguson
maps the cultural field that structures culinary affairs in France and then exports its crucial ingredients.
What's more, well beyond food, the intricate connections between cuisine and country, between local
practice and national identity, illuminate the concept of culture itself.

To Brillat-Savarin's famous dictum—"Animals fill themselves, people eat, intelligent people alone know
how to eat"—Priscilla Ferguson adds, and Accounting for Taste shows, how the truly intelligent also know
why they eat the way they do.

“Parkhurst Ferguson has her nose in the right place, and an infectious lust for her subject that makes this
trawl through the history and cultural significance of French food—from French Revolution to Babette’s
Feast via Balzac’s suppers and Proust’s madeleines—a satisfying meal of varied courses.”—Ian Kelly,
Times (UK)
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From reader reviews:

Walter Chacon:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Accounting for Taste:
The Triumph of French Cuisine? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ann Tuttle:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Accounting for Taste: The Triumph of French
Cuisine is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Hazel Mishler:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Accounting for Taste: The Triumph of
French Cuisine, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Vera Pinckney:

You will get this Accounting for Taste: The Triumph of French Cuisine by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds
of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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