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Despite being a founder of both the United States and the French Republic, the creator of the phrase "United
States of America," and the author of three of the biggest bestsellers of the eighteenth century, Thomas Paine
is perhaps the least well known – and the most controversial – of the American founding fathers. Unlike such
friends and allies as Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, Hamilton, and John Adams, the world’s first crusader
for the public good has always remained a somewhat indistinct figure. How this lower- class British
tradesman managed not only to have written the cornerstone of American democracy, Common Sense, but
become a revered citizen of the world are questions that have challenged historians for centuries, and have
more often than not left us with biographies that are more monumental than illuminating.

In Craig Nelson’s Thomas Paine we now have a rich and vivid portrait that does justice to this towering
figure of our history, one that brings him to life against the dramatic backdrop of the Revolutionary era and
the heady intellectual exhilaration of the Age of Enlightenment. Nelson traces Paine’s path from his years as
a struggling London mechanic to his journey to seek his fortune in the New World (in which he arrived on a
stretcher, after a nearly deadly bout of shipboard typhus); from his early career as a crusading pamphleteer to
his emergence as the heroic voice of revolutionary fervor on two continents; from his miraculous escape
from execution in Paris during The Terror to his final years in America, where the once-lionized patriot spent
his final days nearly impoverished and in the throes of dementia. Throughout his insightful portrait Nelson
takes full account of this paradoxical figure, whom some contemporaries judged as brilliant and charismatic
and others disparaged as abrasive and egotistical, a cherished patriot who was nonetheless dismissed by John
Adams as a "disastrous meteor" and Teddy Roosevelt as a "dirty little atheist."

Five years in the making, drawing on both the most recent scholarship and the archives of Philadelphia,
Washington, New York, Paris, London, Lewes, and Thetford, Thomas Paine restores this often
misunderstood man to the stature that he deserves, and reveals him, a man who famously asserted that "we
have it in our power to begin the world over again," to be as much a man of our own time as a paragon of the
Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

This Thomas Paine: Enlightenment, Revolution, and the Birth of Modern Nations are usually reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Thomas Paine: Enlightenment,
Revolution, and the Birth of Modern Nations can be one of several great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Thomas Paine: Enlightenment, Revolution,
and the Birth of Modern Nations forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Alva Sexton:

Typically the book Thomas Paine: Enlightenment, Revolution, and the Birth of Modern Nations has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Billie Gould:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Thomas Paine: Enlightenment, Revolution, and the Birth of
Modern Nations why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Rachel Daniels:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Thomas Paine: Enlightenment,
Revolution, and the Birth of Modern Nations is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And
so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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