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In America's long march toward racial equality, small acts of courage by men and women whose names we
don't recall have contributed mightily to our nation's struggle to achieve its own ideals. This moving book
details the story of one such little-noted chapter.In the late 1940s and early 1950s, as Jackie Robinson
changed the face of baseball, a group of African-American businessmen -- twelve at its peak -- changed the
face of American business by being among the first black Americans to work at professional jobs in
Corporate America and to target black consumers as a distinct market.The corporation was Pepsi-Cola, led
by the charismatic and socially progressive Walter Mack, a visionary business leader. Though Mack was a
guarded idealist, his consent for a campaign aimed at black consumers was primarily motivated by the
pursuit of profits -- and the campaign succeeded, boosting Pepsi's earnings and market share. But America
succeeded as well, as longstanding stereotypes were chipped away and African- Americans were recognized
as both talented employees and valued customers. It was a significant step in our becoming a more inclusive
society.On one level, "The Real Pepsi Challenge," whose author is an editor and writer for "The Wall Street
Journal," is a straightforward business book about the birth of niche marketing. But, as we quickly learn, it is
a truly inspirational story, recalling a time when we as a nation first learned to see the strength of our
diversity. It is far more than a history of marketing in America; it is a key chapter in the social history of our
nation.Until these men came along, typical advertisements depicted African-Americans as one-
dimensionalcharacters: Aunt Jemimas and Uncle Bens. But thereafter, Pepsi-Cola took a different approach,
portraying American blacks for what they were increasingly becoming -- accomplished middle-class citizens.
While such portrayals seem commonplace to us today, they were revolutionary in their time, and the men
who brought them into existence risked day-to-day professional indignities parallel to those that Jackie
Robinson suffered for breaking baseball's color line. As they crossed the country in the course of their jobs,
they faced the cruelty of American racial attitudes. Jim Crow laws often limited where they could eat and
sleep while on the road, and they faced resistance even within their own company. Yet these men succeeded
as businessmen, and all went on to success in other professions as well, including medicine, journalism,
education, and international diplomacy.Happily, six of these pioneers lived to tell their stories to the author.
Their voices, full of pride, good humor, and sharp recollection, enrich these pages and give voice to the
continuing American saga.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Real Pepsi Challenge: The Inspirational Story of Breaking the
Color Barrier in American Business.

Jolie Browne:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Real Pepsi Challenge: The Inspirational Story of
Breaking the Color Barrier in American Business. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important a book The Real Pepsi Challenge: The Inspirational Story
of Breaking the Color Barrier in American Business. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kathleen Huckaby:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book The Real Pepsi Challenge: The Inspirational Story of Breaking
the Color Barrier in American Business had been making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication The Real Pepsi
Challenge: The Inspirational Story of Breaking the Color Barrier in American Business is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Real Pepsi Challenge:
The Inspirational Story of Breaking the Color Barrier in American Business. You never truly feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Roman Morris:

This book untitled The Real Pepsi Challenge: The Inspirational Story of Breaking the Color Barrier in
American Business to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to



past this reserve from your list.
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