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In the new edition of this widely praised text, Alan Aldridge examines the complex realities of religious
belief, practice and institutions. Religion is a powerful and controversial force in the contemporary world,
even in supposedly secular societies. Almost all societies seek to cultivate religions and faith communities as
sources of social stability and engines of social progress. They also try to combat real and imagined abuses
and excess, regulating cults that brainwash vulnerable people, containing fundamentalism that threatens
democracy and the progress of science, and identifying terrorists who threaten atrocities in the name of
religion.

The third edition has been carefully revised to make sure it is fully up to date with recent developments and
debates. Major themes in the revised edition include the recently erupted ‘culture war’ between progressive
secularists and conservative believers, the diverse manifestations of ‘fundamentalism’ and their impact on
the wider society, new individual forms of religious expression in opposition to traditional structures of
authority, and the backlash against ‘multiculturalism’ with its controversial implications for the social
integration of ethnic and religious minority communities.

Impressive in its scholarly analysis of a vibrant and challenging aspect of human societies, the third edition
will appeal strongly to students taking courses in the sociology of religion and religious studies, as well as to
everyone interested in the place of religion in the contemporary world.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological Introduction
has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological Introduction is not
only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using
book Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological Introduction. You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Lillian Chatman:

The book Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological Introduction will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Religion in the Contemporary World: A
Sociological Introduction is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Luciana Findley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Religion in the Contemporary
World: A Sociological Introduction publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological Introduction as good book not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nila Cobb:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Religion in the Contemporary World: A Sociological Introduction
can make you really feel more interested to read.
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