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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 1, Martin Luther University (Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course:
Orality and Literacy, 17 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The central topics of the
works of the writer, educator, communication theorist, social critic and cultural commentator Neil Postman
have always been the media, their different forms of communication and their meanings to people, society
and culture. Any of his books was built around the McLuhan-question: "Does the form of any medium of
communication affect our social relations, our political ideas, or psychic habits, and of course, as he
[Marshall McLuhan] always emphasized, our sensorium" (Postman: 07/30/05)? Postman was aware of the
fact that a new technology and therefore a new medium may have destructive as well as creative effects.
During the history of mankind there have been tremendous changes in the forms, volume, speed and context
of information and it is necessary to find out what these changes meant and mean to our cultures (Postman:
1985, 160). For him, it is a basic principle that "the clearest way to see through a culture is to attend to its
tools for conversation" (Postman: 1985, 8). In the book "Amusing Ourselves to Death - Public Discourse in
the Age of Show Business" Postman examines, from a 1980s viewpoint, the changes in the American culture
caused by the shift from the Age of Reason with the printed word at its center to the Age of Show Business
with television as the central medium - or in simplifying terms the shift from rationality to triviality. Twenty
years later, the situation has changed again. This term paper will make an attempt to answer the question
what the new media, especially the internet, did to the modern (American) culture and to its public discourse.
Obviously, Postman's provocative title "Amusing Ourselves to Death" was just the beginning
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Tucker:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Neil Postman -
Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have other opinion?

Catherine Taylor:

The book Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death? A few of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it
is possible to share all of these. Book Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide
open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Raymond Brown:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Neil Postman - Amusing and
Informing Ourselves to Death as your daily resource information.

Clifford McDaniel:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to
Death to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside
that the publication Neil Postman - Amusing and Informing Ourselves to Death can to be your friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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