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INTRODUCTION TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MIDDLE AGES.

THE first period embraces a space of one thousand years— from Thales, 550 B.C., to Proclus, who died 485
A.D., and until the disappearance of pagan philosophy as an outward institution, 529 A.D. The second period
extends to the sixteenth century, and thus again embraces a thousand years, to pass over which we must
provide ourselves with seven-leagued boots. While Philosophy has hitherto found its place in the religion of
the heathen, from this time on it has its sphere within the Christian world; for Arabians and Jews have only
to b^_nqticed in an external and historic way.

1. Through the Neo-Platonic philosophy we have come into quite familiar acquaintance with the Idea of
Chris tianity, as the new religion which has entered into the world. For the Neo-Platonic philosophy has as
its essen tial principle the fact that the Absolute is determined as spirit in a concrete way, that God is not a
mere conception. Although the Absolute is Thought, it must, in order to be true, be concrete in itself and not
abstract; in what we have just seen we have, then, the first appearance of the

absolutely existent spirit. But in spite of their profound and true speculation, the Xeo-Platouists still had not
proved their doctrine that the Trinity is the truth, for there is lacking to it the form of inward necessity. The
Neo-Platonists begin from the One that determines itself, that sets a limit to itself from which the determinate
proceeds ; this, however, is itself an immediate method of presenta tion, and it is this that makes such
philosophers as Plotinus and Proclus so tiresome. Undoubtedly dialectic considera tions enter in, in which
the opposites which are conceived as absolute are shown to be null ; but this dialectic is not methodical, but
occurs only disconnectedly. The principle of retroversioii and comprehension found with the Xeo-Platonists
is that of substantiality generally, but because subjectivity is lacking, this idea of Spirit is deficient in one
moment, the moment of actuality, of the point which draws all moments into one, and which thereby
becomes immediate unity, universality, and Being. To them spirit is thus not individual spirit; and this
deficiency is made good through Christianity, in which spirit is found as actual, present spirit, immediately
existent in the world here and now, and the absolute spirit is known in the immediate present as man. ...
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From reader reviews:

Noel Klein:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3 will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Kenny Crowther:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Lectures on the History of
Philosophy, Volume 3 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Lee Long:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3 why
because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Donna Graham:

You can obtain this Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3 by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by
e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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