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In Simple Gifts, June Sprigg tells the story of one of America's last Shaker communities--Canterbury Shaker
Village, in Canterbury, New Hampshire--during its twilight years, and of its seven remarkable "survivor"
women, who were among the last representatives of our longest-lived and best-known communal utopian
society. As a college student Sprigg spent a summer among them, and here she gracefully interweaves the
narrative of their lives with the broader history of Shakers in America as she shows us how her experiences
there affected her own life and opened the door to her creativity.

Gleaning information from old records and journals that she pored over that summer and later, Sprigg brings
to life the generations of Canterbury Shakers from the eighteenth century to the present--their customs, their
architecture, their spirituality. She also explores the social and cultural forces and the internal imperatives
and tensions that caused membership to decrease, all of which, by 1972, brought the community to crisis.

Chronicling the daily life of the village as she found it, Sprigg uncovers the affirming energies of the
Shakers--the prominence of mutual love and respect, the devoted tradition of mothering surrogate children,
and, above all, the surviving women's spirited eccentricities. She reveals the Shakers as individuals--their
personal histories, their wildly different beginnings, what they gave up to join the Shaker community, and,
more important, what they gained.

Through her lively text and drawings and her intimate connection with the community, Sprigg brings us
close to its people with a book that both enlightens and inspires.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Sparks:

This book untitled Simple Gifts: Lessons in Living from a Shaker Village to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Matthew Thompson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Simple
Gifts: Lessons in Living from a Shaker Village your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get ahead of. The Simple Gifts: Lessons in Living from a Shaker Village giving you one more
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Robert Murphy:

Simple Gifts: Lessons in Living from a Shaker Village can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Simple Gifts: Lessons
in Living from a Shaker Village yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Ann Amos:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Simple Gifts: Lessons in Living from a
Shaker Village reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Simple Gifts:
Lessons in Living from a Shaker Village as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is
one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.
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