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The development of jet aircraft during WWII also signaled that a new era in anti-aircraft defense had arrived.
To counter the emerging threat, the U.S. Army commissioned Project Nike. Developed by Bell Laboratories,
Nike was an ambitious radar-controlled missile system that initially targeted bombers flying at 500 mph and
at up to 60,000 feet. At that distance a conventional missile would need to “lead” its target. Bell’s answer to
the problem was to use three radars and an analog computer. The first radar would acquire the target, and the
second would track it. The third system followed the missile via a transponder. The computer used incoming
data from all three radars to steer the missile and score a kill. After a successful test in 1951, Nike Ajax was
deployed in 1953 at 240 launch sites or batteries. It was America’s very first operational anti-aircraft missile.
Many Nike Ajax sites were located near population centers, strategic locations, and ICBM sites. Ajax was
eventually replaced by Nike Hercules, which had a top speed of over 3000 mph and an altitude ceiling
approaching 100,000 feet. Unlike Ajax, Hercules could be equipped with a nuclear warhead of up to 20
kilotons, making it effective against fleets of bombers or even ICBMs. An improved Hercules model was
followed by Nike Zeus, but that system was terminated in 1963 as a result of technical setbacks. By the late
1960s, with the Nike concept undermined by the deployment of large numbers of Soviet ICBMS, cutbacks in
deployment began. After the signing of the SALT treaty in 1972, the remaining Nike sites were
decommissioned. Created during the final years of Project Nike, this Nike Missile and Test Equipment
manual was developed by the U.S. Army Missile and Munitions School. Intended to familiarize trainees with
the weapons system, this historic book features numerous diagrams and detailed information that will
intrigue anyone who ever wondered, “how did that work?”
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From reader reviews:

Irving Brehm:

This Nike Missile and Test Equipment book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Nike
Missile and Test Equipment without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Nike Missile and Test Equipment can bring whenever you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Nike Missile and Test Equipment having very good arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jared Smith:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Nike Missile and Test Equipment as your daily resource information.

Luis Herrick:

The book Nike Missile and Test Equipment will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Nike Missile and Test Equipment is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ronald Smith:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually Nike Missile and Test Equipment.
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