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Torture is the most widespread human rights crime in the modern world, practiced in more than one hundred
countries, including the United States. How could something so brutal, almost unthinkable, be so prevalent?
The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary is designed to answer that question and many
others. Beginning with a sweeping view of torture in Western history, the book examines questions such as
these: Can anyone be turned into a torturer? What exactly is the psychological relationship between a torturer
and his victim? Are certain societies more prone to use torture? Are there any circumstances under which
torture is justified—to procure critical information in order to save innocent lives, for example? How can
torture be stopped or at least its incidence be reduced?

Edited and with an introduction by the former Executive Director of Amnesty International USA, The
Phenomenon of Torture draws on the writings of torture victims themselves, such as the Argentinian
journalist Jacobo Timerman, as well as leading scholars like Elaine Scarry, author of The Body in Pain. It
includes classical works by Voltaire, Jeremy Bentham, Hannah Arendt, and Stanley Milgram, as well as
recent works by historian Adam Hochschild and psychotherapist Joan Golston. And it addresses new
developments in efforts to combat torture, such as the designation of rape as a war crime and the use of the
doctrine of universal jurisdiction to prosecute perpetrators. Designed for the student and scholar alike, it is, in
sum, an anthology of the best and most insightful writing about this most curious and common form of
abuse. Juan E. Méndez, Special Advisor to the United Nations Secretary General on the Prevention of
Genocide and himself a victim of torture, provides a foreword.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Goldstein:

The book The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best
thing like a book The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human
Rights)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The
Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Warriner:

This The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) book
is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary
(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical
in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary
(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Charlene Stidham:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The
Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Everette Murray:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Phenomenon of Torture:
Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) book written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written



inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still doubt The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary (Pennsylvania Studies in
Human Rights) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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