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In 2006 dejected members of the Bukit Jalil Estate community faced eviction from their homes in Kuala
Lumpur where they had lived for generations. City officials classified plantation residents as squatters and,
unaware of years of toil, attachment to the land, and past official promises, questioned any right they might
have to stay, wondering "How can there be a plantation in Kuala Lumpur?" This story epitomizes the
dilemma faced by Malaysian Tamils in recent years as they confront the moment when the plantation system
where they have lived and worked for generations finally collapses. Foreign workers from Indonesia and
Bangladesh have been brought in to replace Tamil workers to cut labour costs. As the new migrant workers
do not bring their whole families with them, the community structures--schools, temples, churches,
community halls, recreational fields--need no longer be sustained, allowing more land to be converted to
mechanized palm oil production or lucrative housing developments. In short, the old, long-term community-
based model of rubber plantation production introduced by British and French companies in colonial Malaya
has been replaced by a model based upon migrant labour, mechanization, and a gradual contraction of the
plantation economy. Tamils find themselves increasingly resentful of the fact that lands that were developed
and populated by their ancestors are now claimed by Malays as their own; and that the land use patterns in
these new townships, are increasingly hostile to the most symbolic vestiges of the Tamil and Hindu presence,
the temples. In addition to issues pertaining to land, legal cases surrounding religious conversion have
exacerbated a sense of insecurity among Tamil Hindus. Based on seventeen months of ethnographic
fieldwork, this compelling book is about much more than the fast-approaching end to a way of life. Tamils
and the Haunting of Justice addresses critical issues in the study of race and ethnicity. It is a study of how
notions of justice, as imagined by an aggrieved minority, complicate legal demarcations of ethnic difference
in post-colonial states. Through its ethnographic breadth, it demonstrates which strategies, as enacted by
local communities in conjunction with NGOs and legal advisors/activists, have been most "successful" in
navigating the legal and political system of ethnic entitlement and compensation. It shows how, through a
variety of strategies, Tamils try to access justice beyond the law--sometimes by using the law, and
sometimes by turning to religious symbols and rituals in the murky space between law and justice. The book
will thus appeal not only to scholars of Southeast Asia and the Indian diaspora, but also to ethnic studies and
development scholars and those interested in postcolonial nationalism.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Millican:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Tamils and the
Haunting of Justice: History and Recognition in Malaysia's Plantations is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Darren Billups:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Tamils and the Haunting of Justice: History and Recognition in Malaysia's
Plantations book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer connected with Tamils and the Haunting of Justice: History and Recognition in Malaysia's
Plantations content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Tamils
and the Haunting of Justice: History and Recognition in Malaysia's Plantations is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Nathaniel Cornelius:

This book untitled Tamils and the Haunting of Justice: History and Recognition in Malaysia's Plantations to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get
a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Ronald Dotson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Tamils and the Haunting of Justice: History and Recognition in Malaysia's Plantations
when you essential it?
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