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This easily accessible volume, which grew out of a series of lectures presented at the Smithsonian Institution
in 1991, aims to provide a coherent introduction to Byzantine culture with a focus on the interconnected
realms of art and religion. The eight participants have revised their lectures into chapters on Byzantine
history, theology, icons and icon theory, church architecture, monumental painting, silver church furnishings,
illustrated liturgical books, and pilgrimage. In addition to presenting current research on this range of topics,
the chapters each contribute original scholarship from authors who are recognized experts in their respective
fields.

The Introduction, by Linda Safran, deals with views and definitions of Byzantium over the course of its long
history and considers why that civilization deserves our attention today. It underscores the essential unifying
role of the Orthodox religion in a vast and fluid empire and clarifies how the experiential aspects of that
religion—churches, liturgy, church arts and imagery, religious travel—open a window into Byzantine
culture. Throughout the book, the past is made vivid by considering what Byzantine believers heard and said
and did, as well as what they saw.

The book's chapters are cross-referenced and are complemented both by endnotes that cite primary and
secondary sources and by "Suggestions for Further Reading" that include English and foreign-language
references. There is no comparable art history text that combines this high-caliber range of current
scholarship with more than 250 illustrations, including 16 pages of color plates, to introduce Byzantine
culture to a broad readership.

Contributors are Joseph Alchermes, Susan A. Boyd, Anna Kartsonis, Henry Maguire, Robert Ousterhout,
Eric D. Perl, Nancy Patterson Šev?enko, and Gary Vikan.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Hagaman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church in Byzantium.

Sun Byrd:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Heaven on Earth: Art and the
Church in Byzantium will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

Louis Cline:

Exactly why? Because this Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church in Byzantium is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Sonia Cote:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church in Byzantium can give you a
lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church in Byzantium.
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