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Number theory, the Queen of Mathematics, is an almost purely theoretical science. Yet it can be the source
of endlessly intriguing puzzle problems, as this remarkable book demonstrates. This is the first book to deal
exclusively with the recreational aspects of the subject and it is certain to be a delightful surprise to all
devotees of the mathematical puzzle, from the rawest beginner to the most practiced expert. Almost every
aspect of the theory of numbers that could conceivably be of interest to the layman is dealt with, all from the
recreational point of view. Readers will become acquainted with divisors, perfect numbers, the ingenious
invention of congruences by Gauss, scales of notation, endless decimals, Pythagorean triangles (there is a list
of the first 100 with consecutive legs; the 100th has a leg of 77 digits), oddities about squares, methods of
factoring, mysteries of prime numbers, Gauss's Golden Theorem, polygonal and pyramidal numbers, the Pell
Equation, the unsolved Last Theorem of Fermat, and many other aspects of number theory, simply by
learning how to work with them in solving hundreds of mathematical puzzle problems. The text is extremely
clear and easy to follow, and it bears convincing evidence of the author's deep sense of humor and his
outstanding ability to lure the reader through even the most difficult trails by skillfully revealing their
fascination. The problems distributed throughout the book are explained in the final chapter and there is also
a supplementary chapter containing 100 problems and their solutions, many original. There are over 100
tables.
The appeal of these stimulating puzzles lies in their ready comprehensibility and the fact that only high
school math is needed to master the fundamental theory presented by the author. This theory is itself
interesting and of use to the more serious math student, but it may be omitted by lay readers without
diminishing the book's challenge or detracting from the pleasure-giving nuggets it contains.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Plum:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Recreations in the Theory of Numbers (Dover Recreational Math).

Catherine Nelson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day long to reading a reserve. The book Recreations in the Theory of Numbers (Dover Recreational
Math) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book features high quality.

Scott Hagen:

Why? Because this Recreations in the Theory of Numbers (Dover Recreational Math) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Sandra Brown:

Recreations in the Theory of Numbers (Dover Recreational Math) can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Recreations in the



Theory of Numbers (Dover Recreational Math) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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