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On June 11, 1485, in the pilgrimage town of Guadalupe, the Holy Office of the Inquisition executed Alonso
de Paredes--a converted Jew who posed an economic and political threat to the town's powerful friars--as a
heretic. Wedding engrossing narratives of Paredes and other figures with astute historical analysis, this finely
wrought study reconsiders the relationship between religious identity and political authority in late-Medieval
and early-modern Spain.

Gretchen Starr-LeBeau concentrates on the Inquisition's handling of conversos (converted Jews and their
descendants) in Guadalupe, taking religious identity to be a complex phenomenon that was constantly re-
imagined and reconstructed in light of changing personal circumstances and larger events. She demonstrates
that the Inquisition reified the ambiguous religious identities of conversos by defining them as devout or
(more often) heretical. And she argues that political figures used this definitional power of the Inquisition to
control local populations and to increase their own authority.

In the Shadow of the Virgin is unique in pointing out that the power of the Inquisition came from the
collective participation of witnesses, accusers, and even sometimes its victims. For the first time, it draws the
connection between the malleability of religious identity and the increase in early modern political authority.
It shows that, from the earliest days of the modern Spanish Inquisition, the Inquisition reflected the political
struggles and collective religious and cultural anxieties of those who were drawn into participating in it.
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From reader reviews:

Gale Kizer:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline In the
Shadow of the Virgin: Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled In the Shadow of the Virgin: Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos"
in Guadalupe, Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World)is the main one
of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Edward Brown:

The reserve untitled In the Shadow of the Virgin: Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain
(Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) is the book that recommended to you
to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get
the e-book of In the Shadow of the Virgin: Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Brian Hill:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this In the Shadow of the Virgin:
Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to
the Modern World) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt In the Shadow of the
Virgin: Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.



Darlene Gutierrez:

You can obtain this In the Shadow of the Virgin: Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain
(Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's
try to choose correct ways for you.
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