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Drawing on extensive ethnographic fieldwork in Cambodia, Erik W. Davis radically recasts attitudes toward
the nature of Southeast Asian Buddhism's interactions with local religious practice and, by extension,
reorients our understanding of Buddhism itself. Through a vivid study of contemporary Cambodian Buddhist
funeral rites, he reveals the powerfully integrative role monks play as they care for the dead and negotiate the
interplay of non-Buddhist spirits and formal Buddhist customs.

Buddhist monks perform funeral rituals rooted in the embodied practices of Khmer rice farmers and the
social hierarchies of Khmer culture. The monks' realization of death underwrites key components of the
Cambodian social imagination: the distinction between wild death and celibate life, the forest and the field,
and moral and immoral forms of power. By connecting the performative aspects of Buddhist death rituals to
Cambodian history and everyday life, Davis undermines the theory that elite Buddhist monks universally
oppose rural belief systems. Instead, he shows Cambodian Buddhism to be a robust tradition with ethical and
popular components extending throughout Khmer society.
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From reader reviews:

Isaias McGee:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual
Imagination in Cambodia will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book
with you?

Linda Christopher:

This Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in
Cambodia can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in
Cambodia forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Thelma Olivares:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia it is very good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Melvin Dwyer:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Deathpower: Buddhism's
Ritual Imagination in Cambodia is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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