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Malice that cannot speak its name, cold-blooded but secret hostility, impotent desire, hidden rancor and
spite--all cluster at the center of envy. Envy clouds thought, writes Joseph Epstein, clobbers generosity,
precludes any hope of serenity, and ends in shriveling the heart. Of the seven deadly sins, he concludes, only
envy is no fun at all.
Writing in a conversational, erudite, self-deprecating style that wears its learning lightly, Epstein takes us on
a stimulating tour of the many faces of envy. He considers what great thinkers--such as John Rawls,
Schopenhauer, and Nietzsche--have written about envy; distinguishes between envy, yearning, jealousy,
resentment, and schadenfreude ("a hardy perennial in the weedy garden of sour emotions"); and catalogs the
many things that are enviable, including wealth, beauty, power, talent, knowledge and wisdom, extraordinary
good luck, and youth (or as the title of Epstein's chapter on youth has it, "The Young, God Damn Them").
He looks at resentment in academia, where envy is mixed with snobbery, stirred by impotence, and played
out against a background of cosmic injustice; and he offers a brilliant reading of Othello as a play more
driven by Iago's envy than Othello's jealousy. He reveals that envy has a strong touch of malice behind it--
the envious want to destroy the happiness of others. He suggests that envy of the astonishing success of Jews
in Germany and Austria may have lurked behind the virulent anti-Semitism of the Nazis.
As he proved in his best-selling Snobbery, Joseph Epstein has an unmatched ability to highlight our failings
in a way that is thoughtful, provocative, and entertaining. If envy is no fun, Epstein's Envy is truly a joy to
read.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Jenkins:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York
Public Library Lectures in Humanities) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Louis Cline:

The actual book Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities) will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Envy: The Seven
Deadly Sins (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities) is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joaquin Bedard:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the book untitled Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities) can be
great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

John Parish:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities) we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life with that book Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities). You
can more attractive than now.
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