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We are the unwilling, led by the unqualified, doing the unnecessary for the ungrateful
—from an engraving on a Vietnam-era Zippo lighter
 
In 1965, journalist Morley Safer followed the United States Marines on a search and destroy mission into
Cam Ne. When the Marines he accompanied reached the village, they ordered the civilians there to evacuate
their homes—grass huts whose thatched roofs they set ablaze with Zippo lighters. Safer’s report on the event
soon aired on CBS and was among the first to paint a harrowing portrait of the War in Vietnam. LBJ
responded to the segment furiously, accusing Safer of having “shat on the American flag.” For the first time
since World War II, American boys in uniform had been portrayed as murderers instead of liberators. Our
perception of the war—and the Zippo lighter—would never be the same.

But as this stunning book attests, the Zippo was far more than an instrument of death and destruction. For the
American soldiers who wielded them, they were a vital form of social protest as well. Vietnam Zippos
showcases the engravings made by U.S. soldiers on their lighters during the height of the conflict, from 1965
to 1973. In a real-life version of the psychedelic war portrayed in Francis Ford Coppola’s Apocalypse Now,
Sherry Buchanan tells the fascinating story of how the humble Zippo became a talisman and companion for
American GIs during their tours of duty. Through a dazzling array of images, we see how Zippo lighters
were used during the war, and we discover how they served as a canvas for both personal and political
expression during the Age of Aquarius, engraved with etchings of peace signs and marijuana leaves and
slogans steeped in all the rock lyrics, sound bites, combat slang, and antiwar mottos of the time.

Death from Above. Napalm Sticks to Kids. I Love You Mom, From a Lonely Paratrooper. The engravings
gathered in this copiously illustrated volume are at once searing, caustic, and moving, running the full
emotional spectrum with both sardonic reflections—I Love the Fucking Army and the Army Loves Fucking
Me—and poignant maxims—When the Power of Love Overcomes the Love of Power, the World Will Know
Peace. Part pop art and part military artifact, they collectively capture the large moods of the sixties and the
darkest days of Vietnam—all through the world of the tiny Zippo.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Fells:

The knowledge that you get from Vietnam Zippos: American Soldiers' Engravings and Stories (1965-1973)
is a more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Vietnam Zippos: American Soldiers' Engravings and
Stories (1965-1973) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular Vietnam Zippos: American Soldiers' Engravings and Stories (1965-1973) instantly.

Clifford Roselli:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Vietnam Zippos: American
Soldiers' Engravings and Stories (1965-1973) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.

Oscar Barr:

This Vietnam Zippos: American Soldiers' Engravings and Stories (1965-1973) is completely new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Vietnam Zippos: American Soldiers' Engravings and Stories (1965-1973) can be the light food
for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Patricia Humes:

You can find this Vietnam Zippos: American Soldiers' Engravings and Stories (1965-1973) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose



appropriate ways for you.
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