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The Epistle on Legal Theory is the oldest surviving Arabic work on Islamic legal theory and the foundational
document of Islamic jurisprudence. Its author, Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi?i (d. 204 H/820 AD), was the
eponym of the Shafi?i school of legal thought, one of the four rites in Sunni Islam. This fascinating work
offers the first systematic treatment in Arabic of key issues in Islamic legal thought. These include a survey
of the importance of Arabic as the language of revelation, principles of textual interpretation to be applied to
the Qur?an and prophetic Traditions, techniques for harmonizing apparently contradictory precedents, legal
epistemology, rules of inference, and discussions of when legal interpretation is required. The author
illustrates his theoretical claims with numerous examples drawn from nearly all areas of Islamic law,
including ritual law, commercial law, tort law, and criminal law. The text thus provides an important window
into both Islamic law and legal thought in particular and early Islamic intellectual history in general.
 
The Arabic text has been established on the basis of the two most important critical editions and includes
variants in the notes, while the English text is a new translation by a leading scholar of Shafi?i and his
thought. The Epistle on Legal Theory represents one of the earliest complete works on Islamic law, one that
is centrally important for the formation of Islamic legal thought and the Islamic legal tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The
Epistle on Legal Theory (Library of Arabic Literature)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Allen Goehring:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Epistle on Legal Theory (Library of
Arabic Literature) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

David Bolds:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Epistle on
Legal Theory (Library of Arabic Literature) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Epistle on Legal Theory (Library of Arabic Literature)is
the main one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world with this book.

Shelley Gavin:

The book untitled The Epistle on Legal Theory (Library of Arabic Literature) contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice read.
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