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Derived from the nationalist writings of José Martí, the concept of Cubanidad (Cubanness) has always
imagined a unified hybrid nation where racial difference is nonexistent and nationality trumps all other axes
identities. Scholars have critiqued this celebration of racial mixture, highlighting a gap between the claim of
racial harmony and the realities of inequality faced by Afro-Cubans since independence in 1898. In this
book, Rebecca M. Bodenheimer argues that it is not only the recognition of racial difference that threatens to
divide the nation, but that popular regional sentiment further contests the hegemonic national discourse.
Given that the music is a prominent symbol of Cubanidad, musical practices play an important role in
constructing regional, local, and national identities.

This book suggests that regional identity exerts a significant influence on the aesthetic choices made by
Cuban musicians. Through the examination of several genres, Bodenheimer explores the various ways that
race and place are entangled in contemporary Cuban music. She argues that racialized notions which
circulate about different cities affect both the formation of local identity and musical performance. Thus, the
musical practices discussed in the book--including rumba, timba, eastern Cuban folklore, and son--are
examples of the intersections between regional identity formation, racialized notions of place, and music-
making.
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From reader reviews:

Dewey Newkirk:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Geographies of
Cubanidad: Place, Race, and Musical Performance in Contemporary Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series)
suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Geographies of
Cubanidad: Place, Race, and Musical Performance in Contemporary Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series)is the
main one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
on this book.

Gail Rodriguez:

Often the book Geographies of Cubanidad: Place, Race, and Musical Performance in Contemporary Cuba
(Caribbean Studies Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Roberta Swinton:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Geographies of Cubanidad: Place, Race, and Musical Performance in Contemporary
Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Jon Pittenger:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Geographies of Cubanidad: Place, Race, and Musical Performance in Contemporary
Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being
creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Geographies of Cubanidad: Place, Race, and Musical
Performance in Contemporary Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series). You can more inviting than now.
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