
The Universal Vampire: Origins and Evolution of
a Legend

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1611475805
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1611475805
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1611475805


The Universal Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a Legend

The Universal Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a Legend
Since the publication of John Polidori’s The Vampyre (1819), the vampire has been a mainstay of Western
culture, appearing consistently in literature, art, music (notably opera), film, television, graphic novels and
popular culture in general. Even before its entrance into the realm of arts and letters in the early nineteenth
century, the vampire was a feared creature of Eastern European folklore and legend, rising from the grave at
night to consume its living loved ones and neighbors, often converting them at the same time into fellow
vampires.

A major question exists within vampire scholarship: to what extent is this creature a product of European
cultural forms, or is the vampire indeed a universal, perhaps even archetypal figure? In this collection of
sixteen original essays, the contributors shed light on this question. One essay traces the origins of the legend
to the early medieval Norse draugr, an “undead” creature who reflects the underpinnings of Dracula, the
latter first appearing as a vampire in Anglo-Irish Bram Stoker’s 1897 novel, Dracula.

In addition to these investigations of the Western mythic, literary and historic traditions, other essays in this
volume move outside Europe to explore vampire figures in Native American and Mesoamerican myth and
ritual, as well as the existence of similar vampiric traditions in Japanese, Russian and Latin American art,
theatre, literature, film, and other cultural productions.

The female vampire looms large, beginning with the Sumerian goddess Lilith, including the nineteenth-
century Carmilla, and moving to vampiresses in twentieth-century film, literature, and television series.
Scientific explanations for vampires and werewolves constitute another section of the book, including
eighteenth-century accounts of unearthing, decapitation and cremation of suspected vampires in Eastern
Europe. The vampire’s beauty, attainment of immortality and eternal youth are all suggested as reasons for
its continued success in contemporary popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Bush:

The book The Universal Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a Legend make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Universal
Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a Legend to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything
if you like start and read a book The Universal Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a Legend. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Edna Miller:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably
unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your
spare time, the particular book you have read is The Universal Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a Legend.

Quentin Taylor:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Universal Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a Legend this book consist a lot of
the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Joseph Levis:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Universal Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a
Legend can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Universal Vampire:
Origins and Evolution of a Legend.
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