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For much of its history, children's literature has been overlooked or looked down on by scholars. But in
recent years children's literature has assumed greater importance, as literary critics, psychologists,
anthropologists, and historians have begun to discover what children and parents have known for centuries:
that this is a literature of extraordinary richness, depth, and delight.

The Encyclopedia captures and elucidates this richness in four volumes and 3,200 signed entries. It offers
comprehensive coverage of children's literature, from medieval chapbooks of moral instruction for children
to J. K. Rowling's immensely popular Harry Potter books. Unlike other references, the Encyclopedia not
only documents but also interprets every work, major and minor, that has played a role in the history of
children's literature in the world. General essays illuminate prominent trends, themes, genres, and the
traditions of children's literature in many countries. In addition, the Encyclopedia provides biographies of
important writers, as well as extensive coverage of illustrators with numerous examples of their work.
Sociocultural developments such as the impact of toys, films, animation, the Internet, literacy, libraries and
librarians, censorship, the multicultural expansion of the field, and other issues related to the appreciation
and dissemination of children's literature are also addressed.

While the Encyclopedia concentrates on the tradition known best by its readership, it also covers the
international development of children's literature and offers an unprecedented treatment of works from
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, India, Pakistan, African countries, and other nations. Its over 800
distinguished contributors come from around the world and include such renowned scholars and writers as
Gillian Avery, Peter Hunt, Klaus Doderer, Hansa Heino Ewers, Jean Perrot, Denise Escarpit, Brian Alderson,
and Betsy Gould Hearne.

A-Z organization, accessible writing, plentiful illustrations, cross-references, bibliographies, a
comprehensive index and a systematic outline make the Encyclopedia an invaluable and easy-to-use research
reference.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Oxford Encyclopedia of Children's Literature (4 Volume Set), you could tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Paul Howell:

The book The Oxford Encyclopedia of Children's Literature (4 Volume Set) has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Amber Payne:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Oxford Encyclopedia of Children's Literature (4 Volume Set) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The The Oxford Encyclopedia of Children's Literature (4 Volume Set)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for
your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Danny Padilla:

You can get this The Oxford Encyclopedia of Children's Literature (4 Volume Set) by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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