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The Hungarians is the most comprehensive, clear-sighted, and absorbing history ever of a legendarily proud
and passionate but lonely people. Much of Europe once knew them as "child-devouring cannibals" and
"bloodthirsty Huns." But it wasn't long before the Hungarians became steadfast defenders of the Christian
West and fought heroic freedom struggles against the Tatars (1241), the Turks (16-18th centuries), and,
among others, the Russians (1848-49 and 1956). Paul Lendvai tells the fascinating story of how the
Hungarians, despite a string of catastrophes and their linguistic and cultural isolation, have survived as a
nation-state for more than 1,000 years.

Lendvai, who fled Hungary in 1957, traces Hungarian politics, culture, economics, and emotions from the
Magyars' dramatic entry into the Carpathian Basin in 896 to the brink of the post-Cold War era. Hungarians
are ever pondering what being Hungarian means and where they came from. Yet, argues Lendvai, Hungarian
national identity is not only about ancestry or language but also an emotional sense of belonging. Hungary's
famous poet-patriot, Sándor Petofi, was of Slovak descent, and Franz Liszt felt deeply Hungarian though he
spoke only a few words of Hungarian. Through colorful anecdotes of heroes and traitors, victors and victims,
geniuses and imposters, based in part on original archival research, Lendvai conveys the multifaceted
interplay, on the grand stage of Hungarian history, of progressivism and economic modernization versus
intolerance and narrow-minded nationalism.

He movingly describes the national trauma inflicted by the transfer of the historic Hungarian heartland of
Transylvania to Romania under the terms of the Treaty of Trianon in 1920--a trauma that the passing of
years has by no means lessened. The horrors of Nazi and Soviet Communist domination were no less
appalling, as Lendvai's restrained account makes clear, but are now part of history.

An unforgettable blend of eminent readability, vibrant humor, and meticulous scholarship, The Hungarians
is a book without taboos or prejudices that at the same time offers an authoritative key to understanding how
and why this isolated corner of Europe produced such a galaxy of great scientists, artists, and entrepreneurs.
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From reader reviews:

Lorena Repass:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Hungarians: A Thousand Years of Victory in Defeat.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the
book The Hungarians: A Thousand Years of Victory in Defeat. You can add information and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Maria Abel:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Hungarians:
A Thousand Years of Victory in Defeat suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era.
Often the book untitled The Hungarians: A Thousand Years of Victory in Defeatis a single of several books
that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Henry McMahon:

The book untitled The Hungarians: A Thousand Years of Victory in Defeat is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Hungarians: A Thousand Years of
Victory in Defeat from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Arthur Coe:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred
to as of book The Hungarians: A Thousand Years of Victory in Defeat. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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