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Narratives of the 1960s typically describe an ascending arc of political activism that peaked in 1968, then
began a precipitous descent as the revolutionary dreams of the New Left failed to come to fruition. The May
1970 killings at Kent State often stand as an epitaph to a decade of protest, after which the principal story
becomes the resurgence of the right.

In Beyond Vietnam: The Politics of Protest in Massachusetts, 1974–1990, Robert Surbrug challenges this
prevailing paradigm by examining three protest movements that were direct descendants of Vietnam-era
activism: the movement against nuclear energy; the nuclear weapons freeze movement; and the Central
American solidarity movement. Drawing lessons from the successes and failures of the preceding era, these
movements had a significant impact on the liberal wing of the Democratic Party, which itself had been
undergoing major transformations in the wake of the 1960s.

By focusing on one state?Massachusetts?Surbrug is able to illuminate the interaction between the activist left
and mainstream liberalism, showing how each influenced the other and how together they helped shape the
politics of the 1970s and 1980s. During these years, Massachusetts emerged as a center of opposition to
nuclear power, the continuing Cold War arms race, and Ronald Reagan's interventionist policies in Central
America. The state's role in national policy was greatly enhanced by prominent political figures such as
Senator Edward Kennedy, Speaker of the House Thomas "Tip" O'Neill, presidential candidate Governor
Michael Dukakis, Vietnam veteran Senator John Kerry, and moderate Republican Silvio Conte.

What Beyond Vietnam shows is that the rise of the right in the aftermath of the 1960s was by no means a
unilateral ascendancy. Instead it involved a bifurcation of American politics in which an increasingly strong
conservative movement was vigorously contested by an activist left and a reinvigorated mainstream
liberalism.
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From reader reviews:

Gene Kirkland:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Beyond Vietnam: The Politics
of Protest in Massachusetts, 1974-1990 (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War)? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Douglas Stevens:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Beyond Vietnam: The Politics of Protest in Massachusetts, 1974-1990 (Culture,
Politics, and the Cold War) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Beyond Vietnam: The Politics of Protest in Massachusetts,
1974-1990 (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Beyond Vietnam: The Politics of Protest in Massachusetts, 1974-1990 (Culture,
Politics, and the Cold War) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Arlene Farmer:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as their
experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about something
that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Beyond
Vietnam: The Politics of Protest in Massachusetts, 1974-1990 (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War).

Diane Dockins:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Beyond Vietnam: The Politics of Protest in Massachusetts, 1974-1990 (Culture,
Politics, and the Cold War) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This



particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is
why this book suited all of you.
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