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"Unique and important . . . Patterns of Culture is a signpost on the road to a freer and more tolerant life." --
New York Times

A remarkable introduction to cultural studies, Patterns of Culture is an eloquent declaration of the role of
culture in shaping human life. In this fascinating work, the renowned anthropologist Ruth Benedict compares
three societies -- the Zuni of the southwestern United States, the Kwakiutl of western Canada, and the
Dobuans of Melanesia -- and demonstrates the diversity of behaviors in them. Benedict's groundbreaking
study shows that a unique configuration of traits defines each human culture and she examines the
relationship between culture and the individual. Featuring prefatory remarks by Franz Boas, Margaret Mead,
and Louise Lamphere, this provocative work ultimately explores what it means to be human.

"That today the modern world is on such easy terms with the concept of culture . . . is in very great part due
to this book." -- Margaret Mead

"Benedict's Patterns of Culture is a foundational text in teaching us the value of diversity. Her hope for the
future still has resonance in the twenty-first century: that recognition of cultural relativity will create an
appreciation for 'the coexisting and equally valid patterns of life which mankind has created for itself from
the raw materials of existence.'" -- from the new foreword by Louise Lamphere, past president of the
American Anthrolopological Association

Ruth Benedict (1887-1948) was one of the most eminent anthropologists of the twentieth century. Her
profoundly influential books Patterns of Culture and The Chrysanthemum and the Sword: Patterns of
Japanese Culture were bestsellers when they were first published, and they have remained indispensable
works for the study of culture in the many decades since.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Patterns of Culture. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Patterns of Culture.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

William Reeves:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Patterns of Culture will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Eugene Obrien:

The reserve untitled Patterns of Culture is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Patterns of Culture from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Neil Espinoza:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update
concerning something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your
object. One of them are these claims Patterns of Culture.
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