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Encyclopedia of the Exquisite is a lifestyle guide for the Francophile and the Anglomaniac, the gourmet and
the style maven, the armchair traveler and the art lover. It’s an homage to the esoteric world of glamour that
doesn’t require much spending but makes us feel rich.

Taking a cue from the exotic encyclopedias of the sixteenth century, which brimmed with mysterious
artifacts, Jessica Kerwin Jenkins’s Encyclopedia of the Exquisite focuses on the elegant, the rare, the
commonplace, and the delightful. A compendium of style, it merges whimsy and practicality, traipsing
through the fine arts and the worlds of fashion, food, travel, home, garden, and beauty.

Each entry features several engaging anecdotes, illuminating the curious past of each enduring source of
beauty. Subjects covered include the explosive history of champagne; the art of lounging on a divan; the
emergence of “frillies,” the first lacy, racy lingerie; the ancient uses of sweet-smelling saffron; the wild riot
incited by the appearance of London’s first top hat; Julia Child’s tip for cooking the perfect omelet; the
polarizing practice of wearing red lipstick during World War II; Louis XIV’s fondness for the luscious
Bartlett pear; the Indian origin of badminton; Parliament’s 1650 attempt to suppress Europe’s beauty mark
fad; the evolution of the Japanese kimono; the pilgrimage of Central Park’s Egyptian obelisk; and the
fanciful thrill of dining alfresco.

Cleverly illustrated, Encyclopedia of the Exquisite is an ode to life’s plenty, from the extravagant to the
eccentric. It is a celebration of luxury that doesn’t necessarily require money.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Encyclopedia of the
Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights book as this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Steven Anderson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Encyclopedia
of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

David Bostick:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant
Delights can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

James Esparza:

The reason why? Because this Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book
in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.
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