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Even before the wreckage of a disaster is cleared, one question is foremost in the minds of the public: "What
can be done to prevent this from happening again?" Today, news media and policymakers often invoke the
"lessons of September 11" and the "lessons of Hurricane Katrina." Certainly, these unexpected events
heightened awareness about problems that might have contributed to or worsened the disasters, particularly
about gaps in preparation. Inquiries and investigations are made that claim that "lessons" were "learned"
from a disaster, leading us to assume that we will be more ready the next time a similar threat looms, and that
our government will put in place measures to protect us.

In Lessons of Disaster, Thomas Birkland takes a critical look at this assumption. We know that disasters play
a role in setting policy agendas?in getting policymakers to think about problems?but does our government
always take the next step and enact new legislation or regulations? To determine when and how a
catastrophic event serves as a catalyst for true policy change, the author examines four categories of
disasters: aviation security, homeland security, earthquakes, and hurricanes. He explores lessons learned
from each, focusing on three types of policy change: change in the larger social construction of the issues
surrounding the disaster; instrumental change, in which laws and regulations are made; and political change,
in which alliances are created and shifted.

Birkland argues that the type of disaster affects the types of lessons learned from it, and that certain
conditions are necessary to translate awareness into new policy, including media attention, salience for a
large portion of the public, the existence of advocacy groups for the issue, and the preexistence of policy
ideas that can be drawn upon.

This timely study concludes with a discussion of the interplay of multiple disasters, focusing on the initial
government response to Hurricane Katrina and the negative effect the September 11 catastrophe seems to
have had on reaction to that tragedy.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Joy:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Lessons of Disaster: Policy Change after Catastrophic Events
(American Government and Public Policy).

Adam Allen:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Lessons of Disaster: Policy Change after Catastrophic Events (American Government and Public
Policy), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Arnold Browning:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Lessons of Disaster: Policy
Change after Catastrophic Events (American Government and Public Policy).

Adam Perlman:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition of knowledge. Even you love Lessons of Disaster: Policy Change after Catastrophic Events
(American Government and Public Policy), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,



you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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