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Linda Bolton uses six extraordinarily resonant moments in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century American
history to highlight the ethical challenge that the treatment of Native and African persons presented to the
new republic’s ideal of freedom. Most daringly, she examines the efficacy of the Declaration of
Independence as a revolutionary text and explores the provocative question "What happens when freedom
eclipses justice, when freedom breeds injustice?" Guided by the intellectual influence of philosopher
Emmanuel Levinas, Bolton asserts that the traditional subject-centered—or "I"—concept of freedom is
dependent on the transcendent presence of the "Other," and thus freedom becomes a privilege subordinate to
justice. There can be no authentic freedom as long as others, whether Native or African, are reduced from
full human beings to concepts and thus properties of control and power.

Bolton begins with J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur’s Letters from an American Farmer, Thomas Paine’s
incendiary political treatises, and Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence in tracing the celebrations
of the a priori right to freedom at America’s founding. She then explores three critiques of the ideal of
freedom insofar as it allows the persecution of others: Frederick Douglass’s oratories, Native American
Sarah Winnemucca’s stage performances as an Indian princess, and radical abolitionist John Brown’s violent
raid on Harpers Ferry. Bolton shows that it is the "face of the other" that interrupts the American discourse
on freedom to reveal freedom’s limits and its obligation to justice.

An eloquent and thoughtful re-reading of the U.S. touchstones of democracy, this book argues forcefully for
an ethical understanding of American literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Mendoza:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Facing the Other: Ethical Disruption and the American
Mind (Horizons in Theory and American Culture) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Sean Bass:

This book untitled Facing the Other: Ethical Disruption and the American Mind (Horizons in Theory and
American Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Marjorie Thompson:

Beside that Facing the Other: Ethical Disruption and the American Mind (Horizons in Theory and American
Culture) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Facing the Other: Ethical Disruption and the
American Mind (Horizons in Theory and American Culture) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!

Kimberly Plummer:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and Facing the Other: Ethical Disruption and the American
Mind (Horizons in Theory and American Culture) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher
or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Facing the Other: Ethical Disruption and the American Mind
(Horizons in Theory and American Culture) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of



book like this one.
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