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Much has been written about the seismic shifts in American culture and politics during the 1960s. Yet for all
the analysis of that turbulent era, its legacy remains unclear. In this elegantly written book, David Wyatt
offers a fresh perspective on the decade by focusing on the pivotal year of 1968. He takes as his point of
departure the testimony delivered by returning veteran John Kerry before the Senate Armed Services
Committee in 1971, as he imagined a time in the future when the word "Vietnam" would mean "the place
where America finally turned." But turning from what, to what?and for better or for worse?

Wyatt explores these questions as he retraces the decisive moments of 1968?the Tet Offensive, the McCarthy
campaign, the assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy, the student revolt at Columbia,
the "police riot" at the Democratic Convention in Chicago, Lyndon Johnson's capitulation, and Richard
Nixon's ascendency to power. Seeking to recover the emotions surrounding these events as well as analyze
their significance, Wyatt draws on the insights of what Michael Herr has called "straight" and "secret"
histories. The first category consists of work by professional historians, traditional journalists, public figures,
and political operatives, while the second includes the writings of novelists, poets, New Journalists, and
memoirists.

The aim of this parallel approach is to uncover two kinds of truth: a "scholarly truth" grounded in the
documented past and an "imaginative truth" that occupies the more ambiguous realm of meaning. Only by
reckoning with both, Wyatt believes, can Americans come to understand the true legacy of the 1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Kay Young:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This When America Turned:
Reckoning with 1968 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Sayre:

The actual book When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very suitable to you. The book When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Wanda Sousa:

Exactly why? Because this When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Randy Jones:

You may get this When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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