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For this authoritative post-cold-war biography of Shostakovich's illustrious but turbulent career under Soviet
rule, Laurel E. Fay has gone back to primary documents: Shostakovich's many letters, concert programs and
reviews, newspaper articles, and diaries of his contemporaries. An indefatigable worker, he wrote his
arresting music despite deprivations during the Nazi invasion and constant surveillance under Stalin's
regime.
Shostakovich's life is a fascinating example of the paradoxes of living as an artist under totalitarian rule. In
August 1942, his Seventh Symphony, written as a protest against fascism, was performed in Nazi-besieged
Leningrad by the city's surviving musicians, and was triumphantly broadcast to the German troops, who had
been bombarded beforehand to silence them. Alone among his artistic peers, he survived successive Stalinist
cultural purges and won the Stalin Prize five times, yet in 1948 he was dismissed from his conservatory
teaching positions, and many of his works were banned from performance. He prudently censored himself, in
one case putting aside a work based on Jewish folk poems. Under later regimes he balanced a career as a
model Soviet, holding government positions and acting as an international ambassador with his unflagging
artistic ambitions.
In the years since his death in 1975, many have embraced a view of Shostakovich as a lifelong dissident who
encoded anti-Communist messages in his music. This lucid and fascinating biography demonstrates that the
reality was much more complex. Laurel Fay's book includes a detailed list of works, a glossary of names,
and an extensive bibliography, making it an indispensable resource for future studies of Shostakovich.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

The book Shostakovich: A Life has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before
write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Claudia Weidner:

Shostakovich: A Life can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into delight arrangement in writing Shostakovich: A Life nevertheless doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Terry Crabtree:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is Shostakovich: A Life this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Rebecca Beal:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Shostakovich: A Life or even others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes Shostakovich: A Life
to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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