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The U. S. Constitution begins with the soaring words "We the People," but we, the people, have little to do
with the document as most of us have come to know it. When most people think of the constitution they
think of it as a legal instrument, the province of judges and lawyers, who alone possess the expertise and
knowledge necessary to discern its elusive and complex meaning.

This book outlines a very different view of the Constitution as a moral and philosophical statement about
who we are as a nation. This "Civic Constitution" constitutes us as a civic body politic, transforming "the
people" into a singular political entity. Juxtaposing this view with the legal model, the "Juridic Constitution,"
John E. Finn offers a comprehensive account of the Civic Constitution as a public affirmation of the shared
principles of national self-identity, and as a particular vision of political community in which we the people
play a significant and ongoing role in achieving a constitutional way of life. The Civic Constitution is the
constitution of dialogical engagement, of contested meanings, of political principles, of education, of
conversation.

Peopling the Constitution seeks nothing less than a new interpretation of the American constitutional project
in an effort to revive a robust understanding of citizenship. It considers the entire constitutional project, from
its founding and maintenance to its failure, with insights into topics ranging from the practice of deliberative
democracy and the meaning of citizenship, to constitutional fidelity, civic virtue, the separation of powers,
federalism, and constitutional interpretation. The Civic Constitution, in Finn's telling, is primarily a political
project requiring an active, engaged, and most importantly, constitutionally educated citizenry committed to
the civic virtues of civility and tending. When we as citizens are unwilling or unable to tend to and sustain
the Constitution, and when constitutional questions reduce to legal questions and obscure civic interests,
constitutional rot results. And in post-9/11 America, Finn argues, constitutional rot has begun to set in.

With its multi-dimensional vision of constitutional governance, Finn's book stands as a corrective to
accounts that locate the Constitution in and conceive it essentially as a legal instrument, making a powerful
and impassioned argument for restoring the people to their rightful place in the politics and practice of the
Constitution.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly McDowell:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Peopling the Constitution (Constitutional Thinking). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of
book Peopling the Constitution (Constitutional Thinking). You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Raymond Bailey:

The reserve untitled Peopling the Constitution (Constitutional Thinking) is the reserve that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Peopling the Constitution (Constitutional Thinking) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ernest Poole:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Peopling the
Constitution (Constitutional Thinking).

Vickie Flores:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Peopling the Constitution (Constitutional Thinking) when you needed it?
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