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Little Willie John lived for a fleeting 30 years, but his dynamic and daring sound left an indelible mark on
the history of music. His deep blues, rollicking rock ‘n’ roll and swinging ballads inspired a generation of
musicians, forming the basis for what we now know as soul music.
 
Born in Arkansas in 1937, William Edward John found his voice in the church halls, rec centers and
nightclubs of Detroit, a fertile proving ground that produced the likes of Levi Stubbs and the Four Tops,
Stevie Wonder, Aretha Franklin, Diana Ross and the Supremes, Smokey Robinson and Hank Ballard and the
Midnighters. One voice rose above the rest in those formative years of the 1950s, and Little Willie John went
on to have 15 hit singles in the American rhythm & blues chart, with considerable cross-over success in pop.
Some of his songs might be best known by their cover versions (“Fever” by Peggy Lee, “Need Your Love So
Bad” by Fleetwood Mac and “Leave My Kitten Alone” by The Beatles) but Little Willie John’s original
recording of these and other songs are widely considered to be definitive, and it is this sound that is credited
with ushering in a new age in American music as the 1950s turned into the 60s and rock ‘n’ roll took its
place in popular culture.
 
The soaring heights of Little Willie John’s career are matched only by the tragic events of his death, cutting
short a life so full of promise. Charged with a violent crime in the late 1960s, an abbreviated trial saw Willie
convicted and incarcerated in Walla Walla Washington, where he died under mysterious circumstances in
1968.
 
In this, the first official biography of one of the most important figures in rhythm & blues history, author
Susan Whitall, with the help of Little Willie John’s eldest son Kevin John, has interviewed some of the
biggest names in the music industry and delved into the personal archive of the John family to produce an
unprecedented account of the man who invented soul music.

“Little Willie John is the soul singer’s soul singer.” – Marvin Gaye
 
“My mother told me, if you call yourself 'Little' Stevie Wonder you'd better be as good as Little Willie John."
– Stevie Wonder
 
“Willie John was one of the most brilliant singers you would ever want to come across, bar none. There are
things that were great, there are things that were good. Willie John was past great.” – Sam Moore
 
“Little Willie John did not know how to sing wrong, know what I mean?”– Dion
 
“Little Willie John was a soul singer before anyone thought to call it that.” – James Brown
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From reader reviews:

Gale Kizer:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Fever: Little Willie John's Fast Life, Mysterious Death and the Birth of
Soul: The Authorized Biography book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to give to you. The writer involving Fever: Little Willie John's Fast Life, Mysterious Death and the
Birth of Soul: The Authorized Biography content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Fever: Little Willie John's Fast Life, Mysterious Death and the Birth of Soul: The
Authorized Biography is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Nathan Barnes:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the guide untitled Fever: Little Willie John's Fast Life, Mysterious Death and the Birth of Soul: The
Authorized Biography can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

James Jones:

Typically the book Fever: Little Willie John's Fast Life, Mysterious Death and the Birth of Soul: The
Authorized Biography has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book.
This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Vickie Gilbert:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the Fever: Little Willie John's Fast Life, Mysterious Death and the Birth of Soul: The Authorized
Biography when you required it?
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