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In their Dialectic of Enlightenment, Horkheimer and Adorno set out to "explain why humanity, instead of
entering a truly human state, is sinking into a new kind of barbarism." Philosophy teacher Tom Donovan
(PhD UCRiverside) offers a fresh reading of that classic text showing that it is first and foremost a critique of
the metaphysical urge. Describing our world of "stupid consumption, mindless entertainment, and perverted
games and relationships" he notes, "these sorts of games have no end game, as fantasy spectators never really
win, and yet they don’t see it because they are too busy watching the other lose. This is the secret of class
society. As long as there is someone below you, then lack of reconciliation doesn’t hurt so badly." Citing the
Super Bowl, Clippers owner Donald Sterling, basketball players like LeBron James, plus the Kardashians,
mega churches, and comedians like Jon Stewart, Donovan gives us a new understanding of our age and how
the broken threads that are today’s Capitalism, religion, and sports contribute to unraveling the fabric of
Modernity. Against readings that claim that Dialectic of Enlightenment is a simple critique of instrumental
reason that ultimately undermines rationality itself, Dr. Donovan argues that the real critique is aimed at the
metaphysical urge itself. As such, rationality itself is not the target of attack nor is the notion of
enlightenment. Taking Adorno's and Horkheimer's example of the Marquis de Sade, the author observes,
"…Sade can only find pleasure in domination. The fear of the outside has morphed into fear of a reconciled
world, fear of a world where everyone treats each other as ends in themselves. A society like this can tolerate
porn but not socialism, a society like this won’t miss the ice-caps but wouldn't miss the Super Bowl, a
society like this lets civilization sink into barbarism so long as they can watch The Bachelor. Stylistically this
book attempts to rationally mimic the fragmentary nature of Dialectic of Enlightenment so that through form
and content the argument of the book will emerge dialectically. Readers will see that Dialectic of
Enlightenment actually offers a positive conception of enlightenment and a philosophical instance of the use
of dialectics. The book is for readers interested in critiques of capitalism and religion, and sports in America,
as well as Marxism and Critical Theory. It will intrigue academics interested in the Frankfurt School and the
idea of the "Metaphysical Urge."
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Livingston:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which you should start with. This Dialectic of Enlightenment as Sport: The Barbaric
Urge within Sports, Religion, and Capitalism is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Gary Lopez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Dialectic of Enlightenment as Sport: The
Barbaric Urge within Sports, Religion, and Capitalism guide written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty Dialectic of Enlightenment as Sport: The Barbaric Urge within Sports, Religion, and Capitalism
as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Dialectic of Enlightenment as Sport: The
Barbaric Urge within Sports, Religion, and Capitalism was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Dialectic of Enlightenment as Sport: The Barbaric Urge within Sports,
Religion, and Capitalism has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto
or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading which.

Robert Lyman:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Dialectic of Enlightenment as Sport:
The Barbaric Urge within Sports, Religion, and Capitalism to make your current reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book
to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Dialectic of
Enlightenment as Sport: The Barbaric Urge within Sports, Religion, and Capitalism can to be your brand-



new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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