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The history of writing, or so the standard story goes, is an ascending process, evolving toward the alphabet
and finally culminating in the "full writing" of recorded speech. Writing without Words challenges this
orthodoxy, and with it widespread notions of literacy and dominant views of art and literature, history and
geography. Asking how knowledge was encoded and preserved in Pre-Columbian and early colonial
Mesoamerican cultures, the authors focus on systems of writing that did not strive to represent speech. Their
work reveals the complicity of ideology in the history of literacy, and offers new insight into the history of
writing.
The contributors--who include art historians, anthropologists, and literary theorists--examine the ways in
which ancient Mesoamerican and Andean peoples conveyed meaning through hieroglyphic, pictorial, and
coded systems, systems inseparable from the ideologies they were developed to serve. We see, then, how
these systems changed with the European invasion, and how uniquely colonial writing systems came to
embody the post-conquest American ideologies. The authors also explore the role of these early systems in
religious discourse and their relation to later colonial writing.
Bringing the insights from Mesoamerica and the Andes to bear on a fundamental exchange among art
history, literary theory, semiotics, and anthropology, the volume reveals the power contained in the medium
of writing.

Contributors. Elizabeth Hill Boone, Tom Cummins, Stephen Houston, Mark B. King, Dana Leibsohn,
Walter D. Mignolo, John Monaghan, John M. D. Pohl, Joanne Rappaport, Peter van der Loo
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Gibson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Writing Without Words:
Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the Andes book as this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Evelyn Garcia:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually Writing
Without Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the Andes.

Bessie Papp:

This Writing Without Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the Andes is completely new way
for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this Writing Without Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the Andes can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Esther Tackett:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top record in your reading list is Writing Without Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the
Andes. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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