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A megamusical is an epic, dramatic show featuring recurring melodies in a sung-through score; huge,
impressive sets; and grand ideas. These qualities are accompanied by intensive marketing campaigns,
unprecedented international financial success, and a marked disjunction between critical reaction and
audience reception. Audiences adore megamusicals; they flock to see them when they open, and return again
and again, helping long-lived shows to become semi-permanent tourist attractions. Yet generally speaking,
critics either dismiss megamusicals as superficial entertainment, or rail against them as offensively simple-
minded money-making scams. This audience/critic division lies at the heart of The Megamusical.

Jessica Sternfeld’s long-awaited study of some of the most popular megamusicals is an important
contribution to knowledge of American musical culture. Sternfeld discusses the history of the megamusical,
examining both its internal, performative qualities and its external, market reception to reveal why it is so
popular. She concentrates on Lloyd Webber's Cats and The Phantom of the Opera, the two longest-running
musicals on Broadway, and Schoenberg and Boublil’s Les Misérables, the most popular and internationally
successful piece of music theater of all time. Each of these musicals receives in-depth treatment, including an
examination of how they were created and received, as well as an analysis of their scores and staging. She
also interprets several other megamusicals of the 1980s and 1990s, with an eye toward their competition and
influence on other musical theater genres.
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From reader reviews:

Mary West:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Megamusical (Profiles in Popular Music) as the
daily resource information.

Kim McLoughlin:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book The Megamusical (Profiles in Popular Music) it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

Alejandro Wisdom:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Megamusical (Profiles in Popular Music)
can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Megamusical
(Profiles in Popular Music).

Martin Norwood:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book The Megamusical (Profiles in Popular Music) was filled about
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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